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Art Unit: 2682 

DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to the communication filed 1 1/01/2004. 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Amended submitted claim 3 directed to an invention that is 
independent or distinct from the invention originally claimed for the 
following reasons: Dependent claim 3 was amended with the limitation that 
is distinct from the original claim 3. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally 
presented invention, this invention has been constructively elected by 
original presentation for prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claim 3 is 
withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. 
See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 
112: 



The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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3. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 6, the claim recites "said behind said anchoring 
means". It is unclear to what this term refers. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-2, 4-5, 7-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Metz et al. (US 5,754,539). 

Regarding claim 1, Metz teaches a multi-configuration network 
connection point device 8 (figs. 1 , 3), comprising: a first connection 
interface 16 including a primary connection port 17 for communicatively 
coupling to an upstream network device 1 , said first connection interface 16 
coupled to a surface of said multi-configuration network connection device 
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8 (see 16 coupled to the right side of device 8; it is noticed that the device 8 
is expanded and integrated within the work station 3, see col. 2, line 66 
through col. 3, line 4 and lines 51-55); a second connection interface 9 
including a secondary connection port 71 for communicatively coupling to a 
downstream network device via a wireless technology 7, wherein said 
second connection interface 9 is to be secured in a fixed location while 
conveniently providing said communicatively coupling to a downstream 
network device 7 via a wireless technology ( it is noticed that the device 8 is 
expanded and integrated within the work station 3, see col. 2, line 66 
through col. 3, line 4 and lines 51-55), said second connection interface 9 
coupled to a second surface of said multi-configuration net work connection 
point device (see 9 coupled to the left side of 8, it is noticed that the device 
8 is expanded and integrated within the work station 3, see col. 2, line 66 
through col. 3, line 4 and lines 51-55); and a communication bus 13 for 
communicatively coupling said first connection interface 16 to said second 
connection interface 9. 

Regarding claim 2, Metz also teaches that said first connection 
interface 16 comprises a single primary interface connection port 17 for 
coupling with a single communication path 17 to an upstream device 1 and 
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said second connection interface 9 comprises a plurality of interface 
connection ports 41, 51, 61, 71 (fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 4, Metz inherently teaches a fault detection means 
for processing and interpreting data in fault detection and isolation 
operations (see the rejection of claims 1 3). 

Regarding claim 5, Metz further teaches that said secondary 
connection interface 9 is configured for convenient placement in fixed 
locations in a manner that facilitates maintenance of system integrity and 
security (it is noticed that the device 8 is expanded and integrated within 
the work station 3, see col. 2, line 66 through col. 3, line 4 and lines 51-55). 

Regarding claim 7, Metz teaches a multi-configuration network 
connection point device 8 (figs. 1 , 3), comprising: a first connection 
interface 16 including a primary connection port 17 for communicatively 
coupling to an upstream network device 1 ; a second connection interface 9 
including a secondary connection port 71 for communicatively coupling to a 
downstream network device via a wireless technology 7, wherein said 
second connection interface 9 is adapted to be secured in a fixed location 
(it is noticed that the device 8 is expanded and integrated within the work 
station 3, see col. 2, line 66 through col. 3, line 4 and lines 51-55), while 
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conveniently providing said communicatively coupling to a downstream 
network device via a wireless technology 7; a means 12 for intelligently 
concentrating data from a plurality of interface connection ports 41, 51 61 ; 
71 included in said second connection interface 16 for communication on 
said primary connection port 17 of said first connection interface 16; and a 
communication bus 13 for communicatively coupling said first connection 
interface 1 6 to said second connection interface 9. 

Regarding claim 8, Metz also teaches that said first connection 
interface 16 comprises a single primary interface connection port 17. 

Regarding claim 9, Metz also teaches that said second connection 
interface 9 comprises a plurality of interface connection ports 41 , 51 , 61 , 71 

(fig- 3). 

Regarding claim 10, Metz also teaches that said first connection 
interface 16 couples to a singular communication path 17 to an upstream 
device 1 (figs. 1,3). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Metz also teaches that said secondary 
connection interface 9 is configured for convenient placement in fixed 
locations in a manner that facilitates maintenance of system integrity and 
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security (it is noticed that the device 8 is expanded and integrated within 
the work station 3, see col. 2, line 66 through col. 3, line 4 and lines 51-55). 

Regarding claims 12-13, Metz further teaches a means or fault 
detection 16 for processing and interpreting data coupled to a first interface 
17 (col. 3, 40-47 and col. 4, 18-22). 

Regarding claim 14, Metz inherently teaches a processing unit 16 for 
processing information; and a memory for storing said information (col. 4, 
12-22). 

Regarding claim 15, Metz teaches a multi-configuration network 
connection point method (figs. 1, 3), comprising: providing a single 
connection point 17 on a primary communication interface 16; providing a 
plurality of connection points 41, 51, 61, 71 on a secondary communication 
interface 9; and coupling the single connection point 17 on a primary 
communication interface 16 to the plurality of connection points 41, 51, 61, 
71 on a secondary communication interface 9. 

Regarding claim 16, Metz also teaches that the single connection 
point 1 7 couples to a single communication path to upstream network 
device 1 (figs. 1,3). . 
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Regarding claim 17, Metz further teaches that the single connection 
point is configured for fixed placement in a concealed environment 8 (it is 
noticed that the device 8 is expanded and integrated within the work station 
3, see col. 2, line 66 through col. 3, line 4 and lines 51-55). 

Regarding claim 18, Metz further teaches that the secondary 
communication interface 9 is adapted to be secured in a fixed location 
while conveniently providing said communicative coupling to a downstream 
network device 7 via a wireless technology (it is noticed that the device 8 is 
expanded and integrated within the work station 3, see col. 2, line 66 
through col. 3, line 4 and lines 51-55). 

Regarding claim 19, Metz also teaches intelligently concentrating 
data (from 16, fig. 3) from a plurality of interface connection ports 41, 51 61, 
71 included of said second connection interface 9 for communication on 
said primary connection port 17 of a first connection interface 16 (see ATM, 
col. 4, 12-22). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/01/2004 have been fully considered 
but they are not persuasive. 
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In the remarks, Applicant contends that reference number 2 does not 
indicate a device body. 

In response, this office action has revised the corresponding 
numerals in the Metz reference corresponding the claimed limitation. 
The device 8 should have a surface so that the primary connection 
port can be connected thereto (see fig. 3). 
Applicant further contends that Metz does not teach a second 
connection interface which is secured in fixed location and is coupled 
to a second surface of the device. 

In response, the second interface 9 must be connected to the left side 
of the device 8 so that other ports including wireless port 71 can 
connect thereto (see fig. 3). 

Applicant further contends that physical layer 17 is not included in 
unit 8. 

In response, numeral 17 is cited for a clear reference to figure 3. 
Applicant should be able to realize that the input/output from the first 
connection interface 16 connected to physical layer 17 is the primary 
connection port. 
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Applicant further contends that the coupling array 9 of Metz is not a 
communication bus. 

In response, what specifically is applicant's communication bus? 
Furthermore, numeral 13 now reads on the claimed bus. 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to 
expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a 
first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final 
action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory 
period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the 
mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to LEE NGUYEN whose telephone 
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number is (571)-272-7854. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 
AM - 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, NICK CORSARO can be reached on (571)-272- 
7876. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). A 
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